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 the eleventh century, and the increase of wealth had had its
effect in producing laxity in monastic life; while if Cluny
was still at its zenith, its pomp and magnificence and the
princely position of its abbot were a cause of offence to
many. Already early in the eleventh century there had
been a revival of hermit life in Italy, where various congre-
gations of ascetics were formed, especially by Romuald (the
friend of Otto III) at Calmaldoli, and by John Gualbert at
Vallombrosa; in the second half of the century the most
notable figure in this movement was Peter Damian, whom
Stephen IX made cardinal. These hermit communities were
only of local importance, and it was not found possible to
maintain the severity of discipline which the first enthusiasm
demanded. But there was one such Order which was to
spread far and wide and to retain its original characteristics.
Its founder Bruno, a native of Cologne, was a canon of
Rheims when he went with some companions into the wilder-
ness in 1084j and found in the rocky and desolate Chartreux
(Cartusia) near Grenoble the environment he desired. This
was the beginning of the Carthusian Order, and in the twelfth
century Charterhouses were founded in several parts of
Europe. Bruno's plan was a community of hermits living
each in his own cell though within the walls of the monas-
tery. He gained the isolation he coveted, for the spot was
so wild and rugged that few cared to approach it; complete
poverty was the rule, and the character of the soil was such
that only the barest livelihood could be extracted from it.
But strict as the Order was, it preserved its primitive zeal
intact.
The hermit sought in isolation and asceticism a refuge
from the materialism of the world, both lay and ecclesiastic.
It was a reaction against laxity in monastic life that led to the
beginnings of the Cistercian Order. In 1098 Robert, abbot of
Molesme, with some of his monks, sought in the desolation of
Citeaux in French Burgundy a place where they could live
more truly in accordance with the Rule of St. Benedict. The
Englishman Stephen Harding, who became abbot in 1110,
compiled the constitution of the Order, the Charter of Charity,
and may be regarded as its real founder. But the third,
and the most important, stage in its development was the
accession to the Order in 1113 of St. Bernard, who two years

